
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   

 

COMMUNITY   WORKING   TOGETHER – Mahi tahi!! 

 

Rangers’ Report – February 2018 
 

Operational Summary... 
 
THE BIG NEWS ï BHCT has 
successfully protected the 10 
monitored grey faced petrel chicks 
through to fledging, one of the only 
community groups to achieve this 
without a predator proof fence on the 
mainland! This is a huge pat on the 
back to the trustees, the rangers and 
very much to all the volunteers who 
help continuously out there on the hill 
ï especially those who slogged it out 
with the 1080 operation in spring 
2017. Other local groups 
unfortunately were not able to protect 
their chicks this summer breeding 
season just passed, with the only 
difference between our projects being our use of 1080. We also noticed the difference within our own project too, as 
reported last time that 45% fewer stoats were caught this summer and 66% of those captures were caught on the 
boundary before they could spread inside the reserve. Most importantly, over the last two summer bre eding seasons 
we have lost GFP eggs and chicks to predation by rats and then stoats, but not this summer ï we nailed those 
predators with intensive predator control and ground based 1080! This positive outcome is potentially huge for the 
Trust as it proves we have the systems to protect highly vulnerable, sensitive ground breeding birds whilst they breed 
and raise their chicks to survival. Unlike a Kiwi adult, the GFP adult is also at risk to predation from stoats, making this 
achievement a new height of success for the Trust. (Kiwi over 1200gm in weight have a very high chance of survival 
with stoats around).  
 
Well, what do you write after thatéyou write about the terrific bunch of volunteers that are making this all happen, 
thatôs what you write about. February was a tricky month for predator control due to the extreme humidity for longer 
than usual periods throughout the month. This caused salted rabbit bait in traps to deteriorate within a couple of days, 
and for toxin baits to spoil in a month, rather t han the four months it usually takes when a toxin bag has not been 
ripped open by a rat or mouse. It also caused rodents to think it was the big wet before winter, driving them out of the 
long dry grass into the forest (and buildings) looking for shelter f rom the damp conditions and more food, far earlier 
than usual. Therefore, our dedicated volunteer and ranger team hit the slopes hard again in February visiting all 1200 
bait stations with new toxin bags, icing the possum traps with blue ferafeed paste lur e, and baiting up the 110 DOC200 

    

One of the 10 GFP chicks, out in front of its' burrow, practicing for flight. 



 

 

 

 

mustelid and 47 feral cat traps with new pieces of salted rabbit. We had people weeding woolly nightshade trees on the 
boundary, people pulling thistles in the planting site at Home Bay, new volunteers slogging it out over the top of Bream 
Head to stock the toxin, others bagging up endless supplies of toxin for the team (thanks Roger Clarke), some putting 
media releases together, others planning educational visits, talented people adding information to our website and 
updating it (good on ya Mick Buckley), future planting day planners, and of course those on the Trust driving the next 
five year operations plan and the associated community consultation meeting ï phew! Read on to find out about a few 
of these things in more det ail. 
 
Of particular interest is the dramatic increase in trap capture data due to the increased number of traps and line checks 
of the upgraded boundary line. You will note in the table below that 2018 has had far more trap captures than the 
same time in 2017, and as stated already in my last report, this is due to the fact that we now have 123 new snap 
traps on the boundary which are being checked weekly, rather than fortnightly. So, we will not really be able to 
compare the trap data more fairly until thi s time again next year when we can start to compare relative data. You will 
see that I have added another column to the table below and this one highlights an important figure, that being the 
number of those total captures which were inside the reserve and  not on the boundary line or in the buffer zone (from 
the boundary out to Ocean Beach Road). This analysis of the data already shows that the clear majority of captures are 
in the new snap traps on the boundary, so we are capturing these pests before they enter the reserve where they can 
do damage. For example, this February just gone, we can see that only five of the 19 captures of rats were inside the 
reserve, the same number as the total rat captures in February 2017.  
 

Monthly predator control results: February 2018 

Pest  # caught this 
month  

# caught inside reserve (i.e. not 
on boundary or buffer zone).  

# caught this 
month prev. yr.  

# caught 2018 
YTD 

# caught 2017 
YTD.  

Rat 19 5 out of 19  5 32 9 

Possum 0 0 0 0 1 

Stoat 0 0 1 3 4 

Weasel 2 0 1 6 1 

Ferret 0 0 0 0 0 

Feral cat 0 0 0 0 0 

Mouse 22 4 out of 22  1 33 1 

Hedgehog 2 1 out of 2  0 3 0 

Totals  45   8 77  16  

 

Monthly Species monitoring results/updates: February 2018 

Species  Method  #  ID  Sex Location  Status/comment  
Grey 
faced 
petrel 

Burrow 
survey 

11 chicks - n/a GFP site ALL 10 monitored chicks have survived and 
fledged!!  

n/a       

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Community 

meeting goes 

well... a large and 

enthusiastic crowd of 
locals and Trust 
supporters turned out 
to the McLeod Bay Hall 
on Wednesday 21st of 
February to listen and 
provide feedback on the 
Trustôs next five-year 
operational plan. Those 
attending were treated 
to a professional 
presentation with a 
well-balanced variety of 
topics. BHCT 
chairperson Greg Innes 

welcomed everyone to the evening and made particular note th at almost every task from the first operations plan 
(2012-2017) had been completed successfully and to a very high standard. Key outcomes such as the reintroductions of 
the North Island robin/toutouwai, whitehead/popokatea, and the unplanned grey faced pet rel breeding success were 
testimony to the excellent plan and the systems put in place since 2012 to ensure these outcomes were achieved. Greg 
thanked Peter Mitchell (BHCTôs initial ranger/project manager 2011-2014) for his meticulous work ethic and 
professionalism, which has been the foundation for the high -quality systems the Trust now has in operation. Former 
BHCT ranger Evan Davies was also thanked for his five years of service also, and for the many hard slogged hours on 
the hill. Our first speaker was John Craig, whom many of you will know from the conservation project/business known 
as Tahi at Pataua North. John is formally educated in Ecology and was a founding member of the Supporters of Tiritiri 
Matangi Island. John gave a provocative speech on what he sees as the key issues to community conservation groups 
now and into the future, he complimented the Trust for its results thus far and its professionalism and he then 
challenged the Trust to be bold and reach for high aspirational targets. I spoke to  the crowd about the successes of the 
last two years and showed the value of volunteers in not only the work output they achieve, but the hours they have 
freed up for the rangers to pursue other important tasks like weed control and a more intense boundary  check and 
control system. It was then the turn of BHCT trustee and Northtec environmental science tutor Dai Morgan to present 
in detail the draft operations plan, explaining the research and reasons behind the project tasks for the next five years. 
The projects and tasks will be driven by the species outcomes we want to achieve, rather than focusing on what we kill. 
Therefore the plan firstly outlines what we think are realistic survival/breeding rates for endemic species in Bream 
Head, then provides the things we will do to try and support these rates (e.g. trapping, toxin, reintroductions etc), how 
we will monitor if we have been successful and the key performance measures we will base our level of success (or 
not) upon. The tasks/projects are projected o nto a five-year timeline and, in most cases, have a resource requirement 
allocation too. The plan was well received with a few good suggestions from the group which the Trust have taken into 
consideration and in some cases added into the plan. The overall plan will soon be made final, with an appendix weed 
control plan and planting plan added in due course, later this year.  
  

 



 

 

 

 

 

New volunteers 
The BHCT volunteer team seems to 
be growing by the day, with local 
volunteer legend Marc Lawrence 
joining the weed control and toxin 
teams, as well as new recruits Neil 
Cherry and Joyce Palmer. Each 
volunteer is inducted by myself and 
taken out on their new line(s) to 
ensure all volunteers are consistent 
in the methods used to check and 
re-bait traps and toxin station s. An 
important aspect is the Health and 
safety too of course and the Trust is 
working hard to have two volunteers 
per line for the good social 
interaction but also as a good health 
and safety measure as well. If you have a few spare hours once per month, are keen to get fit and have some 
reasonable bush navigation skills we may be able to team you up with another volunteer member, so you too can 
become one of the awesome BHCT volunteer crew. Contact Melissa Arsenault (BHCT Volunteer coordinator) for a chat. 
grassroots63@outlook.com or 09 4340 655. Here is a pic of new volunteer Neil Cherry at our HQ facility just prior to 
setting off on a toxin/possum trap line over the summit to Urquhart Bay ï you go Neil! 
 

Turning a threat into a positive…. 

The potentially destructive threat of Myrtle rust has created a real headache for many groups wanting to continue the 
good work of planting restorative native tree species throughout New Zealand. The BHCT is no exception to this issue, 
and we are working hard to 
come up with other options to 
ensure we keep the planting 
momentum going. Our trial 
seed dispersal method, used 
at the 11th hour last winter, 
has had moderate success 
with manuka/kanuka 
seedlings appearing 
approximately every 5m2, or 
one in every 25. For the 
coming 2018 planting season 
the Trust restoration planners 
are investigating a few 
options. Keep an eye on our 
website and Facebook pages 
nearer to winter when we will 
advise of the planting 
programme for this y ear. 
 

Wendy Holland and Geoff Pike discuss the finer matters of the planting plan for 

2018 at the Home Bay site. 

mailto:grassroots63@outlook.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
Further information about Myrtle Rust (taken from www.doc.govt.nz) 
 
Myrtle rust is a fungal disease that severely attacks plants in the myrtle family 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǇǁƘǳǘǳƪŀǿŀΣ Ƴņƴǳƪŀ ŀƴŘ ǊņǘņΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΦ 

What it looks like 
Myrtle rust generally attacks soft new growth including leaf surfaces, shoots, buds, flowers and 
fruit. 

Symptoms to look out for are: 

 bright yellow/orange powdery patches on leaves 

 brown/grey rust pustules (older spores) on older lesions 

 leaves that are buckled or twisted and dying off. 

 
How the disease begins and forms - new yellow pustules and small brown spots 

 
The lesions get bigger and produce masses of bright yellow spores 

Look out for myrtle rust and contact MPI on 0800 80 99 66 if you see it. 



 

 

 

 

 

School season kicks off with a bang… 
The BHCT is cranking up its environmental education programme with several visits by primary schools already this 
year and some very real traction in a new area for us, secondary school curriculum linked education. The Trust has 
worked extremely hard to connect with our education providers and develop programmes suitable for secondary 
learning in many subject areas such as geology, history, ecology, design and environmental sciences. This is all part of 
our desire to link all the lev els of education from primary, secondary, to tertiary and on to work pathways in this 
industry. Our initial implementation of the secondary school programme will begin in March 2018 with the Whangarei 
Girls High School booked in for three visits spread throughout the year. Students will be introduced to the reserve, then 
presented to by experts in history, geology, ecology and the restoration programme of the BHCT. Also, a group of year 
12 design students from the High School are to be given the design scope and brief to create conceptual ideas for 
further development of our existing operational headquarters into a multipurpose community driven education, 
operations and research facility. 

 

Roger, Roger… 
I just wanted to acknowledge the sterling efforts of o ur good man Roger 
Clarke from Parua Bay, who has made life for our toxin team so much easier. 
Every month (and sometimes more) Roger comes to our HQ with a huge 
smile on his face, a spring in his step and gets stuck into the tedious but 
essential task of bagging up hundreds of bags of Pindone toxin for the 1200 
bait stations on Bream Head. Prior to Rogersô arrival we (the rangers) had to 
spend up to an hour or more each morning bagging up the bags before 
heading up the hill to deliver the toxin to the stati ons, which often meant we 
got caught in the hotter part of the day, and sometimes went overtime to 
get the job done. Now, with Rogers fine -tuned system in place, we rock in to 
HQ, pick up our pre-made supply and then are off up the hill in no time at 
all. Again, this contributes to an increase in the ranger time available to get 
other jobs done that would not otherwise be achieved if we did not have our 
great bunch of volunteers. We owe you a lot Roger (and all our other 
volunteers of course)ï cheers mate! 
 
Check out this piccy of Roger showcasing his latest prized possession, his 
Mickey Mouse cup purchased from a local second-hand shop ï it has the 
perfect volume for measuring the 125gm of Pindone needed per bag! Mickey 
Mikey mouse ï rock the house! 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Weed of the Month 

Prevent Pods! Now is the perfect time to spot and to treat moth plant.  

This monthôs óWeed of the Monthò is a virulent vine ï moth plant  (Araujia 
hortorum) , sometimes known as kapok vine, cruel plant, milk vine or wild choko 
vine.  Moth plant is one of the dirtiest of our Dirty Dozen because of the damage it 
can do, and the rate and distance it can spread. Each seed pod can contain up to 
1000 seeds, so infestations can grow exponentially. It is currently flowering, so now 
is the best time to ta ke action. 

To find out more, visit the Weed Action website which as the contact details also for 
Jo Barr. http://weedaction.org.nz/weed -of-the-month/  

Dust off ya running shoes, Wild Kiwi event coming soon… 

Bream Head Scenic Reserve was the location for the inaugural Wild Kiwi multi-
sports event in April 2016. Hundreds of sportsô enthusiasts walked, ran, cycled 
and kayaked, turning our nature reserve into a magnificent outdoor playground.  

Wild Kiwi returned in 2017 and will be back in 2018 with the Trustôs full support. 

Wild Kiwi Offer  

We have partnered with event organisers, Total Sport, to  

offer discounted Wild Kiwi entry to Trust friends and supporters.  

The first 20 people to become Friends of Bream Head Conservation Trust with a 
$100 donation get free entry (for individual or whole team)  

into Wild Kiwi 2018 (very limited numbers, so be quick!). 

Subsequent Friends of Bream Head Conservation Trust with $100.00 donations 
get 50% discount on entry into Wild Kiwi 2018.  

Supporters who donate at least $50.00 to Bream Head Conservation Trust are 
entitled to 25% discount at Wild Kiwi 2018.  

But wait, thereôs more! Make any of these donations to qualify for the Bream 
Head Combo Offer ï a half price Bream Head Conservation Trust t-shirt at only 
$20.00. 

Visit www.thewildkiwi.co.nz for more details of the event.  

For more information about the BHCT deal contact BHCT trustee Claire Pearson at  claire@breamheadtrust.nz  or phone 
09 434 0571. 
  

BHCT ranger Bruce Cole-Baker wins the 
Wild Kiwi multisport event for the second 

year in a row in 2017 

BHCT ranger Bruce Cole Baker winning the 

multisport event in 2017 
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http://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503450&objectid=11624424
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503450&objectid=11624424
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Coming up in March: 
Kiwi release...Three lovely young Kiwi will be released into the Parua Bay area on the Ross property behind the 

community Centre on the 11 th March. 
 

Whangarei Girls High School visitéthe school will visit Bream Head three times during 2018. 

 

Volunteers back into toxin control.. . our dedicated volunteers will be back out on the reserve checking bait 

stations and traps to maintain our tight hold on pests and predators.  
 
Nga mihi 
 
Adam 
M: 021 155 7380 h: 972 7996 (local Heads number)  
e: bhctrangers@gmail.com 
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