
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   

 

COMMUNITY   WORKING   TOGETHER ð Mahi tahi!! 

 

RangersƋ Report ƈ December 2017/January 2018  
 
Operational Summary... 
 
Happy New Year!! Kiaora ano everybody, we hope you have had a stunning summer and really enjoyed time off with 
friends and family. I also hope you were able to get out and about on Bream Head and our other awesome natural 
jewels around the Whangarei Heads. Although our three children suffered from chicken pox for a good part of the 
summer break, we did manage to get away to Whananaki for the last week of the school holidays ï isnôt that a special 
place too?! Iôm feeling really amped for 2018, especially after the great past couple of yearsô successes at Bream Head.  
 
The volunteer teams and the rangers continued to be on high alert for  any possible predators throughout the hot 
summer days, especially our mustelid and feral cat trapping team who checked all traps with vigilance every fortnight. I 
say with vigilance because I asked them to give 110% when checking the traps as the months of December and 
January are sensitive times with many young native species foraging for the first time, coinciding with the a rrival of 
mustelid kits (recently born stoat/weasels). As you can see from the results, there has been a dramatic decrease in 
stoat catches compared to the previous few summers (40% less than 2015/16 and 45.5% less than 2016/17 summers). 
Of particular note is the switch this summer of the highest percentage of stoats caught from traps within the reserve to 
traps on the reserve boundary. This suggests a possible reduction in residual stoats within the reserve producing kits, 
which is potentially related to t he ground-delivered 1080 operation in winter 2017.  
Longer term data is required to confirm these assumptions fully, but things are looking positive thus far.  
 

Date Total stoats 
caught 

Stoats caught 
inside reserve 

Stoats caught on 
boundary 

% Stoats caught 
inside reserve 

% Difference in 
stoats caught 
compared to 
previous summer 

Dec 2015/Jan 
2016 

10 7 3 70% n/a 

Dec 2016/Jan 
2017 

11 7 4 63% 10% more than 

15/16 

Dec 2017/Jan 
2018 

6 2 4 33.3% Compared to 
15/16 - 40% less 
Compared to 
16/17 - 45.5% 
less 

 

   



 

 

 

 

It is also pleasing to see a similar trend with weasels. Three out of four weasels trapped this summer were caught on 
the reserve boundary, therefore only one weasel was caught inside the reserve. Even further support for t he 
effectiveness of the toxin and trapping control employed by the Trust over the past few years has been the successful 
survival of monitored Grey-faced petrel (GFP) chicks to the pre-flight exercise stage in late December/early January. 
During the 2016 breeding season, the 10 monitored chicks did not even make it to this  
stage and were predated prior to fledging. This season it looks like we might have successfully fledged monitored 
chicks, but I am awaiting confirmation of the data collected before clai ming this possible victory! 
 
You may have noticed that the January 2018 rat and mice catch number (13 rats, 11 mice) seems high when compared 
to January 2017 (4 rats, 0 mice). We must be careful when comparing 2018 results to 2017 as we have added a huge 
number of extra traps along the entire reserve boundary, meaning there is a much greater chance of higher trap 
catches now. It will not be until January 2019 that we can compare year -on-year data accurately again, as we will have 
two years of data that incl ude all the new devices along the boundary. However, in another positive similar to the stoat 
story,  a greater percentage of the rat catches are now from traps on the reserve boundary, with six of the 13 rats 
caught in January 2017 and seven of the 11 rats caught in January 2018, caught in boundary traps.   
 
In summary, December 2017 shows similar overall number of pests caught to 2016 but noticeably fewer mustelids, 
especially stoats! Rat catches are a bit higher, overall, but this may be due to the remov al of pindone toxin for four 
months prior to the 1080 operation, which saw the residual rodent tracking index (RTI) rise to 6.3%  (BHCT annual RTI 
average is currently 1.3%). More pests are being caught on the boundary, and most importantly, sensitive spec ies such 
as GFP are surviving the chick growth stage ï and hopefully fledging!  
 
 

Monthly predator control results: December 2017  

Pest  # caught this month  # caught this month prev. yr.  # caught this YTD  # caught previous YTD.  
Rat 5 2 64 41 

Possum 0 1 10 14 

Stoat 3 8 7 12 

Weasel 0 2 11 20 

Ferret 0 0 0 0 

Feral cat 0 0 0 2 

Mouse 3 4 18 18 

Hedgehog 2 3 13 22 

Totals  13  20  136  129  

 

Monthly species monitoring results/updates: December 2017 

Species  Method  #  ID  Sex Location  Status/comment  
Grey 
faced 
petrel 

Burrow 
survey 

11 chicks - n/a GFP site 11 GFP chicks still confirmed in burrows. 10 
chicks being monitored by 24hr, infrared 
surveillance cameras. 5 chicks seen on 
infrared camera to emerge to exercise 
wings. 

n/a       

 
  



 

 

 

 

Monthly predator control results: January 2018  

Pest  # caught this month  # caught this month prev. yr.  # caught 2018 
YTD 

# caught 2017 YTD.  

Rat 13 4 13 4 

Possum 0 1 0 1 

Stoat 3 3 3 3 

Weasel 4 0 4 0 

Ferret 0 0 0 0 

Feral cat 0 0 0 0 

Mouse 11 0 11 0 

Hedgehog 1 0 1 0 

Totals  32  8 32  8 

 

Monthly Species monitoring results/updates: January 2018 

Species  Method  #  ID  Sex Location  Status/comment  
Grey 
faced 
petrel 

Burrow 
survey 

11 chicks - n/a GFP site 10 chicks being monitored by 24hr, infrared 
surveillance cameras. All have been seen 
displaying pre flight exercises. 11th chick 
still alive in burrow but not being monitored 
by camera. 

n/a       

 
Climbing Asparagus... as detailed in Novemberôs rangersô report, the Trust rangers and DOC staff have 

given the two known climbing asparagus sites a good going over with targeted spray in a planned control of this nasty, 
noxious weed. The aim of the first mission was to target  the known mature plants within the sites to immediately stop 
any chance of further spread via bird dispersal of the seed. This will allow more time to control more weed sites within 
the reserve to contain them to their current locations. Each site will th en be followed up in coming years, including with 
full buffer grid surveys of juvenile seedlings, with the aim of reducing the weed sites to hopeful eradication, over time. 
What was also pleasing to note was that the spray did not affect the canopy native plants, thus keeping light exposure 
for new weeds to a minimum.  
If you have noxious weeds such as 
climbing asparagus on your 
property, I urge you to visit the 
Weed Action website, where Jo Barr 
has all the information (and gear) to 
help you eradicate this pest from 
our beautiful Whangarei Heads. See 
the end of this report for more 
details. Here is a photo of the 
knockdown of a section of the 
mature climbing asparagus plants at 
a site in the valley to the east of 
Peach Cove Track on the northern 
side of Te Whara, the brown foliage 
being the controlled climbing 
asparagus. 



 

 

 

 

 
Volunteer time allows for boundary intensification... a review late last year of the 

Trustôs operational hours highlighted the outstanding efforts of our óon the groundô volunteers assisting the rangers and 
getting many of the predator control and monitoring tasks done. A positive outcome from this review was that these 
volunteer hours have also freed up our rangers to extend themselves into other very rewarding activities. Perhaps the 
greatest example of this is the gained hours to install more devices and check the reserve boundary every week. The 
rangers have just completed adding a bait station and ósnap eô rat trap every 25m along the entire 7km boundary! With 
the recent purchase of a few dozen ethically approved Steve Allen cat traps, we have been able to upgrade to this 
easier-to-use and more effective trap, and to install one every 200m along the boundary instead of every 400m.  
As discussed in the operational section above, this has already proven incredibly valuable as an improved defence 
system, catching more predators at the boundary which previously were more likely to penetrate into the reserve. The 
weekly check is also a great advancement in our trapping system, as we previously only had the time to check the traps 
fortnightly. Although the baits are designed to last for a fortnight, the rangers were finding that, prior to this change, 
every fortnightly trap check revealed several trapped pests had been in the traps for a week or more, meaning the 
traps were effectively out of commission for up to a week or more during the two -week period. Being able to move 
quickly along the boundary checking traps and removing trapped pests ófreesô up the trap for another possible capture. 
The bait is changed on every second weekly check only. 
I cannot emphasise enough how valuable our volunteers are, those in the big meetings, those out there doing it on the 
reserve, designing, campaigning, monitoring species, building, compiling applications for funds, communicating and 
dreaming big ï this is why this project is doing so well!  
 

Citizen science - species sightingsƓ 
I am aware that many of you take great satisfaction in getting out into Bream Head Reserve to immerse yourselves in 
the great place that it is, with a sense of pride in the restoration that has taken place. I also know that many of you 
have had sightings of our unique species whist recreating in the reserve and I am very keen to capture your sighting 
data, especially that of our recently  translocated 
species such as the North Island robin/toutouwai 
and the whitehead/popokatea. I hold an open 
sourced database of all the monitored analysis of 
these birds, including public and supporter 
sightings, and implore you to get out into the 
reserve and help us to gather even more data on 
these awesome creatures. It must be made clear 
that these species are very special to our region 
and your assistance in monitoring their success (or 
otherwise) is excellent citizen science right on your 
doorstep. Plus, you get a good bit of exercise for 
your efforts. If you do see these birds or other 
species, please contact me through my details at 
the end of this report and I will provide you with a 
link to add your data to the spreadsheet (a link to 
the Birds Online information about each bird is also 
attached). Get out there and give us a hand and become part of the team.  
Nth Island robin/toutouwai: http://nz birdsonline.org.nz/?q=node/574  

A beautiful Bream Head North Island robin 



 

 

 

 

Whitehead/popokatea: http://nzbirdsonline.org.nz/species/whitehead  
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5mbc team... I want to take this opportunity to highlight the very positive work that is being carried out by 

another special bunch of volunteers within the Trust (man, we are spoilt with great p eople!). May I introduce you to the 
five-minute bird count team (5mbc) led by the highly dedicated team leaders, Mike and Jenny Butcher of Parua Bay, 
who have done most of the planning for this project, organising the volunteers, recording the data and upl oading it to 
the online national database. Five-minute bird counts are a widely used method of determining the change over time in 
bird populations and detecting any new species that may 
arrive in an area. Working with Mike and Jenny is a small 
but dedicated team of bird enthusiasts, who have risen very 
early for several mornings, four times per year to walk over 
the length of the Bream Head Reserve and the Busby Head 
area, listening for bird calls at fixed locations approximately 
every 200m along the track. This small team consists of 
Anne McCracken, Dayna Davis, Wendy Ambury, Heather 
OôBrien (all from Birds NZ) as well as Melissa Arsenault, 
James Alison and Roger Clarke. It is vital that the counts 
are done at the same time of day and same time of year 
(and ideally by the same people) for consistent data 
collection and comparison. The break of day is an awesome 
time to be out on the reserve as the bird song is far more 
diverse and intense. Itôs usually a calmer, cooler time of day 
and everything feels clean and fresh. Itôs also a great way 
to learn more about birds, something many of us probably 
have always wanted to do but never really had the time or 
opportunity. Mike is a thorough and learned man who 
knows a great deal about species from his career as an 
entomologist and his personal passion for birds. If you are a 
keen birdy person, then you might like to help Mike and 
Jenny out with this project. The walks are on the main 
public tracks and broken up into four sections, with a 
section done once per day (morning). Please contact me if 
you wish to join this bunch of friendly twitchers ( ña 
birdwatcher whose main aim is to collect sightings of rare 
birdsò), and I will put you in touch with Mike and Jenny.  
 
  

The 5mbc team listens attentively 
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Joint Whanagrei Heads volunteer xmas party, a great successƓ 
The Volunteer Christmas/thank you function for 2017 was held this year at Tamaterau beach side reserve and was a 
joint Whangarei Heads/volunteer community group event. People from Weed Action, Backyard Kiwi, BHCT, Whangarei 
Heads Landcare Forum, and other groups from our beautiful region attended a fantastic barbeque and salads dinner on 

a stunning summerôs afternoon. The 
importance and recognition of this 
communityôs outstanding volunteer 
culture and commitment was the main 
theme of the celebration, with s mall 
speeches given by each groupôs 
representative. All agreed that a 
combined event made for a far greater 
outcome and better efficiencies in terms 
of peopleôs time at this busy part of the 
year, just prior to Christmas. It is hoped 
that this event will b ecome an annual 
celebration for our special community 
volunteers and their families. A huge 
thank you to Jo Barr for being the main 
organiser and coming up with the idea of 
a combined event ï legend! 

 
Weed of the Month 

Prevent Pods! Now is the perfect time to spot and to treat moth plant.  

This monthôs óWeed of the Monthò is a virulent vine ï moth 
plant  (Araujia hortorum) , sometimes known as kapok vine, cruel plant, 
milk vine or wild choko vine.   Moth plant is one of the dirtiest of our 
Dirty Dozen because of the damage it can do, and the rate and 
distance it can spread. Each seed pod can contain up to 1000 seeds, so 
infestations can grow exponentially. It is currently flowering, so now is 
the best time to take action.  

To find out more, visit the Weed Action website which as the contact 
details also for Jo Barr. http://weedaction.org.nz/weed -of-the-month/  

 

 

A good crowd gathers to celebrate a fantastic year at Whangarei Heads 

http://weedaction.org.nz/weed-of-the-month/


 

 

 

 

Dust off ya running shoes, Wild Kiwi event coming soonƓ 

Bream Head Scenic Reserve was the location for the inaugural Wild Kiwi multi-
sports event in April 2016. Hundreds of sportsô enthusiasts walked, ran, cycled 
and kayaked, turning our nature reserve into a magn ificent outdoor playground.  

Wild Kiwi returned in 2017 and will be back in 2018 with the Trustôs full support.  

Wild Kiwi Offer  

We have partnered with event organisers, Total Sport, to  

offer discounted Wild Kiwi entry to Trust friends and supporters.  

The first 20 people to become Friends of Bream Head Conservation Trust with a 
$100 donation get free entry  

into Wild Kiwi 2018 (very limited numbers , so be quick!). 

Subsequent Friends of Bream Head Conservation Trust with $100.00 donations 
get 50% discount on entry into Wild Kiwi 2018.  

Supporters who donate at least $50.00 to Bream Head Conservation Trust are 
entitled to 25% discount at Wild Kiwi 2018.  

But wait, thereôs more! Make any of these donations to qualify for the Bream 
Head Combo Offer ï a half price Bream Head Conservation Trust t-shirt at only 
$20.00. 

Visit www.thewildkiwi.co.nz for more details of the event.  

For more information about the BHCT deal contact BHCT trustee Claire 
Pearson at  claire@breamheadtrust.nz  or phone 09 434 0571. 
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BHCT ranger Bruce Cole-Baker wins the Wild 

Kiwi multisport event for the second year in a row 

in 2017 

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503450&objectid=11624424
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503450&objectid=11624424
mailto:claire@breamheadtrust.nz


 

 

 

 

 

Coming up in February: 
Community Consultation meetingéthe Bream Head Conservation Trust invites everyone to attend a special 

community meeting to consult on the draft 5 -year BHCT Operational Plan for 2017-2022. The meeting will be held at 
McLeod Bay Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday, 21 February 2018. 
 

Ngunguru School visitéa large group of 60 year 7/8 students from Ngunguru will visit Bream Head Reserve with 

BHCT and Kiwi North hosting a whole raft of conservation activities for the children and their parents.  
 

Volunteers back into toxin control.. .Februaryôs a hot month but our dedicated volunteers are up to the 

challenge and will be back out on the reserve after a well -deserved break checking bait stations and traps to maintain 
our tight hold on pests.  
 
Nga mihi 
 
Adam 
M: 021 155 7380 h: 972 7996 (local Heads number)  
e: bhctrangers@gmail.com 
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